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[Begin Jeff Owyoung Interview]
00:00

Zach Smith: Well, hello, this is Dr. Zach Smith. I'm here with the University of Central
Arkansas's Center for Chinese Language and Culture. And we're here today to interview Mayor
Jeff Owyoung about his experiences growing up in Arkansas and his Chinese heritage. The date
is August 16th, 2024. And we're recording this interview in the mayor's office here in McGehee,
Arkansas. So to begin, Mayor Owyoung, could I ask you to state your full name, your date of
birth, and the town you were born in?

00:29

Jeff Owyoung: Okay, yeah, my name is Jeff Owyoung and I was born on March the 27th, 1960
in San Jose, California.

00:39
ZS: And how old were you when you first came to Arkansas?

00:42
JO: Well, I think I was around seven years old when I got to Arkansas.

00:51

ZS: So I'm gonna start off with some questions kind of about your family's origins. Do you know
anything about when and how kind of the first members of your family came to the U.S.?

01:01

JO: Oh, not really. When I was born in California, my mom and dad were in college at U of City
College. And my dad was an engineer, and my mom was a radiologist out there. And they met
out there, they got married out there, and my mom's parents had a grocery store in Dermott. And
they asked my mom and dad if they would like to come and kind of take over the grocery store
because they were getting up in age. And so probably around, gosh, late 1960s, we moved back
to Arkansas to take over the grocery store.

01:47

ZS: Do you know anything about why your mom's parents first settled in Dermott?



01:53

JO: I really don't. I don't know.

01:56
Z.S: What was the name of the store?
01:58
JO: [...]
02:16

ZS: And so when your family first arrived in Arkansas, your mom worked at the store. Did your
father also work there early on?

02:23
JO: Yes. Well, my dad was in the meat market. He was a butcher. [. . .]

02:47
ZS: So did you ever, and when you moved here, your grandparents were still alive?

02:52
JO: Yes, they were in good health. [. . .]

03:07
ZS: And can you tell me their names?

03:10

JO: My grandparents' names? Yeah. Well, I called my grandmother, Mawmaw, and her name is
Mary. And my grandfather was Pawpaw, [. . .]. Pawpaw didn't drive. It was always my
grandmother, Mawmaw. She always had the car, drove him around.

[My grandmother couldn’t speak English very well, but my grandfather could. - JO]



03:36
ZS: Can you tell me a little about them? What memories do you have of them?

03:38
JO: Oh, gosh, always cooking, always cooking, and always feeding the family. And she always

would tell people at the table, to eat more, you're too skinny. So we didn't want to hurt her
feelings. So naturally, we tried to eat as much as we could. She loved to cook.

04:02
Z.S: What kind of food did your mawmaw all cook?

04:04
JO: Mostly Chinese food, yeah, mostly Chinese food.

04:08
Z.S: Were there any particular dishes that you remember that stuck with you?

04:13

JO: No, not really. Just a wide variety of Chinese food. [Killed chickens in the backyard, and
had a garden with fresh vegetables. Cooked lunch in the grocery store— always had lunch there. -
JO]

04:19

Z.S: And how about your Pawpaw? What was he like?

04:21



JO: He didn't cook very much. He was more of the business type person. He ran the grocery
store. He got, you know, dropped off and picked up, and he really didn't have a really outgoing
type personality. He was more of a quiet person, a businessman, but he was a quiet person
though. [Local Bank, Board of Directors, Church boards... very respected.]

04:43

ZS: And to your knowledge, were they the first generation of your family to come to Arkansas?
Or to their parents in the US?

04:51
JO: I guess, yeah. [Yes -JO]
04:54

ZS: So by the time you all arrived here, did they have a separate residence from the store? We've
talked to a lot of families who essentially either lived right next to the store or in the back of the
store. Did your family have a separate residence?

05:09
JO: Yes, my Mawmaw and Pawpaw, they lived in a house. Just a couple blocks from the store.

05:16
ZS: Do you have any early memories of the store and what it was like?

05:18

JO: Oh yeah, I had a lot of good memories of the store. [. . .] I was young. [...] when we got
here to Arkansas, I was probably eight, nine years old, and I grew up around the store, and it was
just a small, old type store. Wooden this, wooden that, and had wooden shelves, and the cash
register's there. And I remember the cigarette stands where you put your cigarettes in right above
the cash register, [. . .] you just reach up there and grab it, and this and that, but I still remember
[. . .] Albert in the can type tobacco. [. . .] the old [. . .] cookie jar of cookies you reached in there
and grabbed. That's back in, you know, the late 60s, early 70s, so it's pretty neat, and I still have a
lot of memories of those. Now, we had a kitchen in the back of the store, and my mawmaw
always cooked lunch back there all the time. We stayed open seven days a week, and we didn't
close till about 9 or 10 that night, so back in the 70s, lowa Street is where the store was located,



109 Iowa Street. That was a happening place. [. . .] It was a hot spot, lowa Street. There were a
lot of stores. There was a diner there. There was a clothing store there, a couple of clothing
stores, jewelry store, so all those stores stayed open late. [. . .] It was safe. They had fun, and it
was just the right place to be.

[Most of the store was wooden— shelves, floor, cash register. People called in Grocery orders,
delivered to their homes]

07:26

ZS: You mentioned the stores opened seven days a week, opened pretty late. What time did they
open the store usually?

07:30
JO: I think they opened at seven o'clock in the morning.

07:32
ZS: Okay.

07:33

JO: Yeah, seven to nine, seven to ten, somewhere like that, and it might have stayed open until
10 on Saturdays, [. . .] we delivered groceries. My mom and dad had a, the store had a van, and
we had a driver of the van, and you would call in, tell them what you ordered. They'd be in paper
sacks, because there wasn't plastic back then. We'd take them and deliver them to people's

homes.

08:03
ZS: All around Dermott or other places?

08:05
JO: All around Dermott. Pretty neat.

08:07

ZS: Yeah, so did you work in the store for a while?



08:10
JO: I didn't really work. I was too young at that time.

08:13
ZS: Did you have any siblings?

08:15

JO: I do. I have a, I'm the oldest, and I have a younger brother that's probably, I'd say [. . .]
maybe a year and a half younger than me. And my younger sister, she's probably [. . .] six years
younger than me, and they're both alive. My younger brother lives in Little Rock. He was a, he's
retired now, but he was a heart perfusionist. He operates the heart lung machine during bypass
surgery. He actually kept you alive during surgery. And my sister, she's in [. . .] education, and
she lives in Lake Village now.

08:58
ZS: So you mentioned that, you know, lowa Street was a pretty happening place in Dermott.
This has been in the early 70s, late 60s. Do you remember any other, were there any other
Chinese owned stores in that area?

09:08
JO: There were several. One was Yee's Foodland [In Lake Village -JO]. One was my uncle, and

it's called Chester's. And there was always an ad in the paper about it, it was right on the corner,
and they always called him the corner grocery store right there, but yeah.

09:29
Z.S: Was there any sense of competition, or did most of the stores all kind of?

09:33
JO: No, back then, I didn't feel any competition. You know, there was a liquor store owned by a

Chinese family there too, all within five stores of one another. And then across the railroad track,
there was another Chinese grocery store and a laundromat across the railroad track.



09:55
ZS: So I'm curious, you know, you mentioned the store being kind of really close to these
railroad tracks. At this time, a lot of towns were still fairly segregated, where most of the
clientele at your family store, were they mostly black customers, or white customers, or a mix?

10:09

JO: Yeah, it was mixed, equal. We [. . .] had rich ones, [. . .] poor ones, [. . .] middle income. It
didn't matter, it was just all a mixture of.

10:19
Z.S: Was that true of most of that area of Dermott at the time?

10:21
JO: I think so, I really do. I think we respected them, and they respected us.

10:28
ZS: Did your parents ever sell goods on credit?

10:31

JO: Yes, paper credit, [. . .], you know, groceries are $40, and they'd come in and pay it. [ You
could “charge” back then. Come in, get what you want, and come back at the end of the month
and pay on your bill or pay it off. - JO]

10:44
ZS: Did the store, how long did the store stay open, or how long did your parents run the store?
[Until TradeWinds opened in ‘74 or 75 -JO]

10:49
JO: Well, let me see, you know, we came in probably ‘60, like I said, ‘68, ‘69, took over the
store. And we worked there until, actually, my mom and dad had a thought about opening up a
Chinese restaurant. And so, when that started taking place, we ended up shutting the store down.
[. . .] the restaurant, I think we opened it up in ‘75, probably ‘70, I'm gonna say ‘75, somewhere
around that area. I would have been, yeah, I bet that's pretty close.

11:37
Z.S: And we're gonna definitely talk more about the restaurant in a second, that's Tradewinds,
correct?



11:42
JO: That's correct, Tradewinds Restaurant.

11:45
Z.S: Did the store, the Y.L. Tow Grocery Store, Tow, excuse me, the Y. L. Tow Grocery Store,
did it face any other kind of major hardships, or?

11:56
JO: No, it really didn't. We were very fortunate back then. I think all the stores could say the
same thing. It was just, Dermott was a very nice family town. Every[one -JO] got along with one
another back then. You know, there was not a lot of crime. It was just everybody shook their
hands, said hello. It was just [. . .] a Mayberry RFD type town, if you wanna say that.

12:23

ZS: We have talked to a couple of other community members who said their stores were affected
by boycotts, especially kind of in 1968, in the wake, and you might have still been young, but
you don't have any memory of anything like that.

12:35
JO: I don't have any remembrance of that. [Pawpaw— Japanese camps were brought to town. He
bartered with them when they had no money to buy groceries. -JO]

12:37
ZS: Okay.

12:40
ZS: So yeah, let's talk about Tradewinds then. So you mentioned, you know, your mom and dad
kind of had this idea of opening up a restaurant. Do you know anything else about what kind of
made them wanna shift kind of from the grocery store business to the restaurant? [They wanted a
better life— Kids older— college— had to do in the grocery store. Must have thought the Grocery
Store couldn’t support sending 3 kids to college -JO]

12:50
JO: You know, I really don't, but they started, they came home one day and they just started
talking, hey, we're gonna open a restaurant up.

12:56
JO: You know, where?



12:58
JO: And we were in Dermott and they said in McGehee, there was a restaurant, existing
restaurant called Waffle and, apparently that's a, like you would think, it's a breakfast place. And
it was in a building right on the highway and they went to go talk to them. And like I said, I was
only 12, 13, 14 years old at the time and you know, y'all do your thing. And they just came in
one day said, well, okay, we're gonna buy this restaurant on highway 65 and we're gonna open up
a Chinese American restaurant right there on highway 65. So it opened up and I was, like I said,
still in high school a lot of times and that's the only thing I really regret about them opening up
because they, I was a, I was very involved in athletics and they were not able to come to my ball
games because of the restaurant. So, you know, and I played baseball, basketball and football.
And during my high school years, neither one of them could come, because they were working at
the restaurant. That's probably the only regret about the restaurant, but once out of college, you
know, I started [. . .]working there. And when I turned 21, I started bartending back there at the
restaurant too. And when my wife and I got married in [. . .], no, oh, 83, excuse me. ‘93, one of
my kids was born I think. 1983, we've been married for 41 years. But anyway, 1983, we moved
when we got married, we decided to place our home here in McGehee. So that's how I ended up
in McGehee. And there was a trailer park right across the street from the Tradewinds on highway
65 called Scar’s Trailer Park. And so we bought a brand new mobile home out of Pine Bluff and
moved it in that trailer park and lived right there.

15:05
ZS: That's right when you first got married?

15:06
JO: When we first got married, that was our first home. After our wedding, that was, that's
where we came. I had a $50 truck payment and the house payment on that mobile home was
$282 and 15 cents. I remember that.

15:25

ZS: That’s right. So the restaurant, when it opened up, was it kind of immediately successful
or?

15:29

JO: You know, [. . .] like any new business, you know, it had to gain popularity and you had to
have good service. It had to have especially good food. And my dad [was] a people person. He's
kind of like me. He’s just out there, he'd go out there and shake your hand. He'd talk, whether it
was good, bad. He'd make jokes. He'd laugh and people liked that. And that restaurant turned



into a hot spot, a very hot spot. And everybody in McGehee remembers Tradewinds restaurant.
On Wednesday night, they always had a band or [live -JO] music at our restaurant on Wednesday
night starting, let's say, at eight o'clock. And on Thursday morning, nobody went to work
because, I'm kidding, because they stayed out too late and had too much fun. Cause it didn't close
down till 12 on Wednesday nights.

16:28
ZS: Why Wednesday?

16:29
JO: I don't know. I don't know. On a church night too.

16:34

ZS: So you mentioned, you know, you called it earlier a Chinese American restaurant. Most of
the dishes that they serve at the restaurant where they, how would you describe the kind of dishes
served at the restaurant?

16:45
JO: Well, the Chinese dishes were authentic. He did a lot. He's a good chef. And even after he
closed it down and at Fab McAllen's (sp?), he's an excellent chef. And people, you know, after
the restaurant burned, he always got requests, hey, would you make me this or make me that?
Just a lot of people just kept on doing that. So, even me.

17:12
ZS: 1 was gonna ask, did he cook for your family too?

17:14
JO: All the time. And we got to be popular enough that we built an extension on the back of the
restaurant. Like a meeting room type deal. And so people had meetings back there and had
banquets back there, birthdays and a pretty good meeting room back there.

17:36

ZS: Yeah. Where did he learn to cook, do you know?



17:38

JO: [...] My Uncle Gene, he had a restaurant in Little Rock called the Gene Suen Polyasian
Restaurant. [. . .]

17:59
ZS: Did your mom ever work in the restaurant or was it mostly your dad's?

17:59
JO: No, she worked two jobs. She was an educator during the day. So she left the house, like at
7:30, got home at three after school, got back up to the restaurant at 4:30 to open at five. And she

got home, you know, depending on how busy they were, eight to nine o'clock, depending on that.
Go to bed, clean up the house, do the same routine every day. [. . .] It wore on her.

18:27
Z8S: Yeah.

18:28
JO: It really did.

18:31
ZS: What kind of things did she do in the restaurant?

18:34

JO: Cashier. And she also made things. You know, like I told you, we're authentic. [. . .] She
made the wontons. [. . .] the egg rolls. They weren't frozen and shipped in and just put them in
the deep fryer. She actually sat at the table and made those.

18:54
ZS: And the restaurant, was it a sit-down service restaurant or was there, was there ever a buffet
or anything?

18:59



JO: No buffet. We had a bar, private club, just like there is now.

19:12
ZS: And at the time, were there any other Chinese or Chinese American restaurants in
McGehee?

19:18
JO: We were the only ones.

19:21
Z.S: Do you know anything about the name? Why was it called Tradewinds?

19:23
JO: [...] I just don't remember how they came up with Tradewinds. [. . .]

19:35

Z.S: And most of the clientele at the restaurant, do you have any memories of what kind of
people came into the restaurant?

19:40

JO: Mainly farmers. We're a rural community. Farming is our heartbeat of our community. And
you know, farmers, wives, just a variety of it. You know, I gave you a menu of it and you know,
the prices back then aren't what they are now, which of course is, it wasn't an expensive
restaurant, you know, and it was good food. So yeah, we had, didn't matter. Rich, poor, black,
white, didn't matter. [Being on Hwy 65, we had a lot of travelers passing through, also.]

20:17

ZS: And you mentioned the restaurant burned down. About when was that?
20:21

JO: It was during the Christmas holidays. It was in December of 1998 and we got a phone call.
And they said the restaurant's on fire and so we went up there. And they think it started with a



pilot light under our wok, you know, our cooking area, what started it. So I don't know. But it
burned and we thought about it. And with mom working, you know, as a teacher and dad was
[...] [In his early 60’s. At their ages, they felt they were too old to rebuild it and start from
scratch -JO]

21:26

ZS: You mentioned a couple of times that your mom is working kind of two jobs. She's working
in education. Can you tell me a little bit more about her career and kind of what she did?

21:36

JO: She just, you know, like most moms, she took care of the family. When she was at home,
she cooked, you know, and cleaned and just a basic mom. She would, like I said, early in our
years, she was in the healthcare profession and then she got into education. And she just, you
know, worked all these jobs mainly.

22:04

ZS: Yeah. You mentioned that your dad was a real kind of people person. Did he have any, as far
as you know, kind of close friendships or relationships with other people in, you know, either
Dermott or McGehee? How was he connected to the community?

22:17

JO: Well, he wasn't socially involved, like on different organizations or stuff, but, you know, he
would do anything for you. He was just so outgoing and talk about whatever you wanted to talk
about. If he didn't know it, he'd make it up. And if he knew it, you didn't know it. Yeah. And he
loved to play golf. He had his golfing buddies that he regular on Thursday afternoon. They
played golf every Thursday afternoon. And eventually, you know, as each one of them died off,
you know, he played less and less golf. [However, in his older years, he taught our sons how to
play golf -JO]

22:59

ZS: Do you know if they, your parents that is, ever encountered any kind of discrimination or
prejudice?

23:08



JO: Not that I'm aware of.
23:12
ZS: So do you feel like kind of overall there was the sense of real belonging in the community?
23:16

JO: Absolutely. Never felt threatened. Even me as a child in California when elementary school,
I didn't feel anything like that. And I went to Dermott. I just, it just was like non-existent.

23:33
ZS: Do you have a lot of distinct memories of California? Kind of before you moved here?

23:38
JO: Just vaguely, you know, up until about eight years old. I remember the school, elementary
school I went to and the playground, I played baseball out there. We lived on, I think it's 15
something Hobbrooke Drive. And me and my wife went out there several years ago and we went
by the house. First time I've been back, it's still there. At the end of the road was a playground
and the school. And it's pretty neat. It was neat for me to go back and see my old house.

24:12

ZS: Yeah. Do you ever remember, maybe even as a kid, what struck you as really different about
Arkansas and California? I mean, I think of those places as pretty different, but.

24:21
JO: No, I was too young to, I just, I went with the flow.
24:25

ZS: So, I was gonna ask, was your family connected to any other Chinese families in Arkansas?
Were they part of any kind of civic organizations or a?

24:38



JO: No, we did go on Sunday afternoon, I think in, maybe in Greenville or Lake Village. You
know, if they had a supper or something, we'd always go to that. But no, we didn't, no
organization type deals.

24:54

ZS: Or did he ever attend any mahjong parties or? [America— once a month at Legion Hots to eat
and play Mahjong

24:57
JO: I've been to them, I have.

24:58
Z.S: What was that like?

25:00
JO: I was still young. I know how to play it.

25:04
ZS: Who taught you how to play?

25:05

JO: I just picked it up. I just saw mom and them play it. And I just looked down there.It's just
like a Chinese poker.

25:16
ZS: Did your family celebrate any kind of Chinese holidays, like Chinese New Year or?

25:20
JO: Yeah, Chinese New Year. And not on a big platform, just real family type deal. They gave

out laisee, I don't know if you've heard that before but it's a red envelope and they put money in
it and they just hand it to our kids. And they had dinner for us and they just say, hey, let's come



over here, we're having Chinese New Year. And naturally we'd have Chinese food with noodles,
of course, that's kind of like eating black eyed peas for us in America, for good luck.

25:56

Z.S: Did any members of your family or your grandparents practice any kind of traditional
medicine?

26:03
JO: Not that I'm aware of.

26:04
ZS: Several people have mentioned, like a Tiger Balm.

26:06

JO: Oh yeah, [. . .] Like I said, I was big in athletics. And yes, I put Tiger Balm on my knees and
my shoulders [. . .]

26:22

ZS: Or I guess just do you remember anything about either your parents or grandparents’ house
growing up that you kind of associated with Chinese cultural heritage or Chinese tradition that
you thought they continued to kind of preserve here in Arkansas? [Always a Sunday. Sunday
weddings. Sundays— family availability, more relatives could attend. Funerals— ride by house to
ward off Evil Spirit. Sweet candy— sweet memories. Silver coin. Family obligations tied to
honoring ancestors and strengthening family and friends’ bonds. -JO]

26:40
JO: I can't think of anything.

26:43
ZS: Did any of your parents or grandparents continue to speak Chinese at home or did you

mostly speak English? [Parents spoke English, Mawmaw spoke mostly Chinese. She tried to
speak English, but it was very broken. Mawmaw kept her Chinese accent. -JO]



26:49
JO: Mostly English. Dad tried, but yeah, no, it's mainly, we spoke mainly English.

26:58
ZS: And your grandparents also mostly?

27:00
JO: No, my grandparents did speak Chinese. My parents, I'm talking about all my parents, no.

27:04
ZS: Okay. Did your mom ever try to get you and your siblings to learn Chinese or was it mostly
English?

27:13

JO: Mostly English. But I do regret not knowing. I know some words just where I hear things
and just, but I can't speak it.

27:30

ZS: So you mentioned a couple of times in school you were really heavily involved in athletics.
What kind of were your school experiences like? Did you, do you have any specific memories of
kind of growing up, going to school and, did you go to school in Dermott or McGehee?

27:44

JO: Well, I went to school, junior high in Dermott. So I was in the seventh, eighth, and ninth,
yeah, seventh, eighth, and ninth in Dermott. My 10th, 11th, and 12th grade, I went to a private
school called Montrose Academy. And so that's where I graduated from in 1978. But I did play
junior high football and basketball at Dermott. And then somebody from Montrose Academy got
wind of what type of athlete I was and kind of recruited me to come to Montrose. And that's
about 20 miles south of Dermott. And so I ended up going there my high school years.

28:26



ZS: And did your parents, you kind of mentioned they weren't ever able to come to your games.
Did you, did you feel like they kind of understood or supported all of your athletics?

28:34

JO: Oh yeah, absolutely, they supported me. It was just, you know, and I respected their
decision. You know, people, families had to do what they needed to do. And I just, you know,
didn't have any parents coming. But I had friends and other, yeah, it was good.

28:56
ZS: And did you attend college?

28:58
JO: 1 did.

28:59
Z.S: Where'd you go to college?

29:00

JO: After I graduated from Montrose, I ended up going to Fayetteville for a year and a half. And
I got up there and I really, just too big. To me, all I was known was by social security number or
in a student ID number. And that just wasn't for me. And so I thought about it and told my mom
and dad, I want to come back down here. And so I enrolled at Montrose, I mean, at UAM
Monticello in the spring of 1980. And that's where I met my wife, Sallie.

29:37

ZS: So I want to ask a question about that, but real quick about college. What was your major at,
UAM?

29:45
JO: Psychology.

29:46



ZS: Okay.

29:47
Z.S: What made you think that? Of all things.

29:49
JO: Yeah. Well, I always enjoyed working with the disabled and helping out people. And that's
why I got into social work and, you know, I did some internships at some disability schools and I
just enjoyed it.

30:17

ZS: So I should say too, Sallie is in the room for part of this conversation. So, but [ was going to
ask, I guess, growing up, well, first, I guess, how did you meet Sallie? You said you met her at?

30:26
JO: At UAM.

30:27
ZS: Okay.

30:28

JO: And I enrolled in classes. Monticello's, you know, everybody from Southeast Arkansas
ended up going to Monticello, so I knew everybody. I say I knew everybody, I knew a majority
of people. And she's from Gillett. I don't know if you know where Gillett is. That's just a small
town across the Arkansas River. You go to Dumas and go over Pendleton. It's just 30 miles over
there. But anyway, she's a year younger than I am, so she already knew some people and stuff. A
lot of my friends were fraternities, in fraternities, and they started talking to me about fraternities.
And I also played football at UAM and also tennis. So I was active over there and they said, hey,
why don't you just, you know, you want to join a fraternity and this and that. And all my friends
were, all my high school friends. And I said, sure, why not? [. . .] [I started asking about her. My
friends told me she had a boyfriend at home and she wouldn’t go out with anyone. That made it a
challenge to me. And here we are 40+ years later.]

31:38



ZS: Well, I was going to ask, and it's okay if you don't answer, but did you ever get any pressure
from your parents to marry someone who was Chinese?

31:49
JO: No.

31:50
ZS: Okay.

31:51
JO: Never did.

31:53
ZS: They were pretty open and accepted.

31:55

JO: Now, on the flip side of that, I thought maybe her side might've thought that. So, but as far as
I know, I'm not aware of that. And so I don't know if her side had that or not. She's saying no.
[Jeff is referring to his Wife, Sallie Owyoung, offscreen]

32:13
ZS: But your parents were always very welcome.

32:16
JO: Right.

32:20

ZS: I was going to ask too, did growing up, did anyone in your family attend a church?

32:26



JO: We did. We were active in church, Sunday school and church. First United Methodist
Church in Dermott.

32:34
Z.S: Now, is that mostly you and your siblings or are your parents also pretty active in the
church?

32:38
JO: I'd say my mom and siblings were. And dad went occasionally, but just not as much
because, you know, he worked all the time.

32:50

Z.S: What kind of things did your family do with the church? You said you were kind of really
active.

32:55

JO: Well, we just were very, in attendance-wise. And mom, I don't know what they called it back
then. [. . .] something, I don't know. [Sallie clarifies from offscreen] Circle. Yeah. They had that
type of stuff. She was involved with that. They'd always have, you know, potlucks and we'd
always go down there and just the regular church stuff.

33:20
ZS: And did any members of your family join the armed forces?

33:25
JO: [...][No-JO]

33:45
ZS: Did you remember anything about where he was stationed?

33:49

JO: No, sir. No, sir.



33:52
Z.S: But he was in some branch of the armed forces?

33:54
JO: He was in some branch.

33:57

ZS: I'm thinking a little bit about community organizations and community service because one
of the things that, at some point in your career, you became mayor of McGehee, right? So about
when did that happen?

34:13
JO: [...][Jan. 2015 -JO] So I guess I was elected in ‘15 and I took office in ‘16, 2015 and 2016.

34:29
Z.S: So what motivated you to kind of run for public office?

34:32

JO: Well, prior to that, I was very involved in a lot of civic organizations. I was involved with
the Chamber of Commerce, being past president. I was involved with creation of Owlfest, which
I did for 15 years and I stepped down from it just last year. Member of, I'm on the board of
directors of the McGehee Industrial Foundation. And also, I was chairman, I still am, the
chairman of the Japanese American Interment Camp Museum. And so I'm on the school board,
currently serving as president. And so you can see [ was very involved even before I became
mayor. And the former mayor, Jack May, and I worked really well and worked along one another
on a lot of those different boards. And we talked and he said, I want you to come over to the
house and we started talking. He said, I really think you're gonna make a good mayor. I said,
Jack, I'm not wanting to be a mayor. I don't know anything about running a city. And I said, I'll
just let you know. And so people started throwing their names out. And so there were four names
already announced that they were running for mayor. And Sallie and I were in Branson, Missouri
with another [couple]. And we just started talking about it. And I still remember this day, we just
talked and she said, you just do what you feel like necessary. We love McGehee. We raised our
family, children, and we got investments. You know, My real job's an insurance agency owner.



I've been in McGehee in the insurance business since ‘87. And I opened my own agency up in
1999. So I've got a lot invested in McGehee. And I wanted McGehee to do well, because I'm
seeing all these other towns around town, how they're doing, and I want McGehee to be up there.
And so while we're in Branson, I called, I called the newspaper and says, I want to announce my
running. And so [ was very fortunate that out of five people, there was no runoff that year. I won
by the necessary 51%. And I was honored that the people of McGehee saw that and had
confidence in me. And so the second year, I didn't have any opposition. And last, the third term,
[I had one opponent -JO] I mean, you might as well say there wasn't any opposition because he
moved from a different town. He's only been in McGehee for two years. Nobody knew his name.
And so I don't know why he [ran -JO]

37:52
Z.S: So pretty early on, you kind of, you wanted to get really involved in a lot of public service.
37:59

JO: I've got a very outgoing personality. And I love to shake hands and talk to people. And, you
know, there's a lot of things that I do, my family does, in support of other organizations. You
know, we have a local Boys and Girls Club here. [. . .] schools, to whatever needs money. The
Industrial Foundation has a big barbecue and auction. There's a lot of donations that go out. And
so we just want to make sure McGehee thrives. And we're not gonna be here, you know, as long
as these children are. And we have two grandchildren. [And now, another on the way -JO] And I
want to make sure that McGehee is a place where they want to raise their family. So we're trying
to do as much as we can.

38:48
ZS: You mentioned serving as the director of OwlFest. So what is OwlFest?
38:53

JO: [...] We had a centennial. McGehee was 100 years old in 2006. And that centennial festival
was just a huge hit. In previous years, we had festivals, the city did, [but] it just didn’t click with
every[one]. And so after the centennial, we thought for a few months, we came up with OwlFest.
Our mascot is McGehee Owls. And you can see on this blanket right there on that couch, there
are 16, 15 t-shirts that when I retired, they did a blanket of every t-shirt on there for the last 15
years. [It went] from nothing to a huge festival. And then I let somebody else take it over. I just
had too much, as you can tell what I told you, I just had so much on my plate. And it was always
something going on. | just didn't have time to do it.



40:03

ZS: I'm curious, you know, when I look at this list of all the roles that you've taken on the
community, [ mean, it makes me think a little bit about your mom, you know, running, you know,
working all day at the school and then coming home, making sure family's taken care of, going
back to the store. Do you draw any connection kind of between how your parents kind of lived
and worked and the last few years?

40:25

JO: Yeah, I don't mind working. I do a lot for other people. I love the outdoors. I'm not a sit-
behind- the- desk person. In my insurance office and here, I might have to come in and do my
work and then I'm out. Because in the insurance business, you know, [ was always told before I
opened my insurance agency, when I graduated from college in ‘83, I actually went into
coaching from ‘83 to ‘87. And it was at my alma mater, Montrose Academy. So I was a football
coach and a basketball coach for four years [As well as the athletic director -JO] And then
somebody heard that [ was taking an insurance test for Farm Bureau, a local independent agency
here. And they called me up and said, hey, I hear you doing this. I said, yeah, I want you to come
work for us. Let me talk to you about an independent agent versus a captive agent. A captive
agent is your Farm Bureau, State Farm, Shelter, Shelters. They only sell their product. Where
independent agent, we may have six or seven companies or 12 or 15 companies that if they
cancel you for something, I can move you to another company. So, you know, I've got some
leeway to keep your business instead of if Farm Bureau says, hey, we're canceling your autos.
You got to leave Farm Bureau where I can move you to another one of my carriers. But anyway,
I was coaching. I've always heard that coaches make excellent insurance agents because they
hate to lose. Coaches like to win. And so my personality and I like to win. And I never take no
for an answer. I may take it that day, but later on it may come back and say, hey, Jeff, you
remember, you know, six months ago, I said, no, I need your help. And I've always learned that,
hey, if you scratch my back, I'll scratch yours type deal. So if you came up and said, hey, my
little daughter is selling raffles for this, you mind buying? Yeah, here. And then I remember that
and I'll say, hey, I'm selling raffles for my little, for my kids. Will you buy? And it just got bigger
and bigger and bigger instead of, you know, buying a $§1 ticket. Now it's $100 tickets or here I
need $1,000 sponsorship for this or that. So I met a lot of people. And I was also told when I got
in the insurance business, you never know whose hand you're shaking. And I always thought
about that. Even now in the mayor, you know, if somebody comes in, just like you, you know,
you might be president of UCA one day, who knows? But, and I may need a favor. Hey, my
granddaughter's trying to get into UCA. I need your help. I need a parking pass.

43:23



ZS: Well, speaking of leadership positions, I did want to follow up too on, you mentioned
serving as chairman of the Japanese American Internment Camp museum or the World War II
Japanese American museum.

43:32
JO: Right.
43:34

ZS: And actually I'll go, I'll go ahead and add, you know, when we were interviewing your uncle
James' son, he mentioned that Japanese Americans who were imprisoned at Rohwer and

McGehee, shopped at his dad's store. And I'm kind of curious to know a bit more about why you
wanted to take on that role or why the kind of Japanese American museum was important to you.

43:57

JO: Well, it wasn't because [ wanted to, but that's one of the best things that happened in my life,
me taking this over. I've learned so much from the history and from meeting the people and to
just knowing what happened back there. But anyway, how I became chairman of the museum
was because, you know, I've already told you I was on the McGehee Industrial Foundation board
and gosh, I can't remember the museum in West Helena. But anyway, they had the exhibit
Against Their Will. And they asked the Industrial Foundation, would y'all be interested in
exhibiting this Against Their Will project? And the Rockefeller Foundation actually made that
exhibit and they spent a million dollars on that exhibit. And it was also shown in the Arkansas
State House Convention Center in Little Rock for maybe a year or two. And so when they took it
down, they put them in crates. So it was just in storage. And they called us because McGehee
seemed like the logical spot because it's right in the middle of Jerome and Rohrwer. And we
started looking, they had requirements of this and that, size of the building, this and that. And so
we thought about the railroad depot and it was about to fall in. It was in terrible shape, almost
probably can be condemned, but it was on a historical society list. And so what we did, we
started working on grants from national parks, gave us the money to renovate that depot to house
that museum. And so we were in a meeting one day and I always tell people this, but this isn't
really true, you know, that a meeting that you miss, you get appointed to be chairman. And I'm
Chinese American and this is a Japanese American museum. And I tell them on these reunions,
because we just had one, our 11th one back in May or June of this year and say, yeah, you're
probably wanting to know that how a Chinese American became chairman of a Japanese
American museum. And I always tell them that I miss a meeting, but no, that wasn't the reason.
Is - we had a meeting and it was just something that we needed to do and nobody would step up.



And I said, I'll do it. And so, you know, it took a couple of years to get the grant, to get the
building renovated. And then we've been open 11 years this past May. And the people I have
met, the stories I've heard, it's just been unbelievable.

46:55

ZS: Am I correct— Speaking of getting involved in this museum work, I think I read that your
dad was also a long time, I think, volunteer at the Clinton Library.

47:05
JO: He was, he loved it.

47:08
7ZS: Yeah, what were some of his experience or what did he tell you?

47:10

JO: Oh my Lord. After the restaurant burned down, I don't really know how he got involved
with it, but another person from McGehee was also a volunteer up there. And so, they carpooled
back and forth.

47:25
ZS: So, he never moved to Little Rock? He just carpooled up to?

47:28
JO: Yep. And I can't remember if he worked one day a week, two days a week, I really don't
know. But him and mom would go, they would have dinners for all the volunteers. They would
have, and I'd go in there. I've been in there twice, I think. But they said, “your dad is this, that?”
Yeah, yeah, boy, he is so great. And we got a little granite stone type deal. You know, had his
name, volunteer, and yeah, it's in my flower bed right now.

48:01

ZS: Do you have any sense of why that particular opportunity was important to him?

48:06



JO: You know, just like I said, he's a people person. This is right up his alley. Right up his alley.
48:19

ZS: So, I kind of want to ask some broader questions about kind of, I guess, identity. And I know
these are kind of really big questions, and so, you know, you can kind of take them where you
want. But I guess I kind of wanted to know, to what degree is kind of a Chinese American
identity important to you, or what does it mean to you to be Chinese American? You mentioned,
you know, it's interesting to be a Chinese American mayor sponsoring this Japanese American

museum.

48:51
JO: Yeah.

48:52
ZS: But yeah, what does it mean to you to be Chinese American?

48:55

JO: You know, I really don't, in southeast Arkansas, there's not a lot of Chinese Americans. And
with the involvement and the surroundings of our area, people don't see me as Chinese
American. They just see me as a human being, I think. This is what's me thinking. Because I
was, as growing up, even when I was a teenager, [ never was pointed out or never was picked on
because of my heritage. [. . .] [Everyone accepted -JO] And I've always told people that, you
know, in order to get respect, you gotta earn it. And I guess I've earned that respect from people.
So yeah, I look different, but I've never been called out about it. And I'm proud of my heritage,
but also proud of people accepting me as who I am too.

50:02
ZS: Did you feel sort of proud of being Chinese growing up?
50:11

JO: I guess I had to. I mean, I didn't have a choice. The people we hung with, we had a great
time. And we hung out with a lot of Chinese parties and a lot of gatherings. Because Chinese
heritage, we always had a lot of family gatherings. And also the Chinese community, I guess you
could say, in Lake Village and Greenville, always had gatherings to, it was always on Sunday



too. And we always went to wherever we needed to go to have food, to just have fun, meet, catch
up. And people in a corner played mahjong. So no, I don't have any ill feelings or anything about
that.

51:03

ZS: Are there any kind of values that your parents kind of passed on to you that you associate
kind of with their Chinese heritage? Or maybe even just with their experiences as kind of the
children of immigrants or grandchildren of immigrants?

51:19
JO: I can't say that, no.
51:25

Z.S: We appreciate you kind of taking time to participate in this project. We also want to do work
to, we want this project to be kind of community based and to kind of tell the stories that people
want told. And so I am kind of curious, do you have any thoughts about how you would like to
see kind of the history of Chinese families in Arkansas preserved or?

51:45

JO: Well, the first step is what you're doing is a great start. Because just like the Japanese
Americans, what happened in 1942, if the more history and the more message you get out, the
more people gonna know about it. And I thank you for doing this. And it's just, you know, you're
going around the whole state of Arkansas, getting interviews from people. And you're hearing all
different types of interviews and their thoughts and stuff. And I'm sure every one of them is
different. And, you know, how they’re raised, you might have talked to somebody that was
threatened all the time, pushed and shoved, bullied, and then you've, you know me, I've never
been bullied. I've never been, you know. And so I think it's good for whatever this message
reaches out to that they need to hear all the stories.

52:39
ZS: And is there anything in particular that you would want future generations of Arkansans or
even just future generations of your family to know about your experience or your parents'

experience?

52:52



JO: No, you know, my experience has been great. From me growing up as a teenager, moving
into going to college, meeting Sallie. I've got three boys, Kent, Chase, and Ross. They're doing
all, they're doing great. Kent lives in Austin, Texas. Chase actually works for me here in my
insurance office. And Ross lives in Little Rock, Arkansas. And so they all [have] good jobs.
Chase has two children which gives us two grandchildren, a girl and a boy. And we spent a
tremendous time with them. [And we’re having another granddaughter this summer, 2026] But to
now, getting back to McGehee, I just want McGehee to be, to be the town that everybody wants
to come to to live. And, you know, we [have] a great school district, we [have] a great hospital. |
don't know if you came down Main Street or not, but we have done so much in our downtown
area in the last two years. And what I mean by that, we've painted four murals in the last two
years within two blocks of one another, downtown. And it has been a huge asset to McGehee.
I've passed a sales tax, one-cent sales tax, last year. And we're working on that. We're getting
some, our water system, just like almost all towns, are outdated. [Pocket Park -JO] So we're
gonna spend about two million on that, about two million on streets, which we're gonna do a lot
of street repaving. And Parks and Rec is dear to my heart, too. I'm a former Parks and Rec
Commission before I became a mayor. So we got a lot of, we got some work to do that we want
to improve there, too. So, a lot of good things.[Ballpark— new pavilions, new playground,
installed new LED lights... -JO]

55:03

ZS: Yeah, absolutely. I was gonna ask Emmi if you wanted to ask some follow-up questions as
well.

55:10
Emmi Dunn: [ have a couple.

55:11

ZS: Yeah, here, we can just quickly switch microphones. I'll let you sit here. Yeah, do you need
to take a quick break, or?

55:11
JO: I'm good. Emmi probably correct me on some stuff.

55:24



Sallie Owlyoung: Compare your story to Uncle [?].
55:28

JO: Yeah, but he would know more, because he's older than I am. I couldn't tell you, I couldn't
tell you a lot back when that happened.

55:33

ZS: He told me a story about, I’ll say while Emmi’s getting mic'd up, he told me a story about
how when the Japanese-Americans who were imprisoned came to their store, that his dad, he
knew they weren't ever gonna be able to pay it back.

55:45
JO: Yeah.
55:46

ZS: But he still gave them good store credit and allowed them to buy groceries and feed their
families. And I think at a time where, you know, we’ve talked to other people who, you know,
they found out their kid was dating someone who was Japanese and that was not good, you
know? And there was still quite a lot of animosity.

56:00

JO: Now, not with my, you didn't ask about my family, you asked me about my family, but
others, we had arranged marriages. Even my uncle, Uncle Gene, and that was an arranged
marriage. Yep.

56:18

Sallie Owyoung: In back, like the families, you probably forgot this, I remember, because I was
18, but when we dated, and when we were first married, there were a lot of Chinese gatherings,
like if someone's parents were turning 60, there might be a 300 people all day celebration,
reception, food, but it was always Chinese people. They were from Greenville, Leland, Eudora,
Lake Village, Dumas, McGehee, they were the surrounding Southeast Arkansas
Chinese-Americans that still gathered for weddings or funerals or, especially birthdays, I



remember that. They would have like a 70th birthday for someone's grandparents or the 80th
birthday.

57:16

JO: You know how weddings are like right now? They're extravagant. That's what they would do
back then. Emmi can probably say that. These big, like she said, wedding receptions or
anniversaries, it was just a big event for us.

ZS: Okay.
57:35

Emmi Dunn: Wait a minute, Sallie. Well, while you're here, could I ask you, how did you feel in
this sea of Chinese, did you feel welcome or?
57:51

SO: Oh, definitely, definitely. His grandmother taught me a Chinese lullaby when we were
getting our first son.

58:04
SO: Mawmaw and I, I probably know more Chinese than he does because I would spend a lot of
time with her.

58:10
ED: So she taught you a lullaby in Chinese?

58:14
SO: Uh-huh.

58:14
ED: Okay, do you still remember some of it?

58:19
SO:Yeah, and that might not be correct, do you?

58:23
JO: Do what now?

58:24

SO: That Chinese lullaby.



JO: I can't remember.

What was it?

SO: (Singing in Chinese) a lullaby. I don’t know what it means.

JO: Do you know what that means?

ED

SO:

ED:

JO:

SO:

SO:

SO:

ED:

ED:

ED:

: That sounds good to me!

But that's what she taught me when I was 24, 25.

Oh, okay, okay, all right.

That surprised you, Emmi, didn't it?

It surprised me, but I'm sure if [ remember it,

and I might not be saying it right,

but that's how I remember it from 36 years ago.

Can you hear me?

Okay, so this is Emmi.

I'm going to have some follow-up questions.

58:26

58:26

58:27

58:29

58:31

58:34

58:42

58:55

58:57

58:59

59:02

59:05

59:08



JO:

ED:

ED:

ED:

ED:

JO:

JO:

JO:

ED:

ED:

ED:

Okay.

Okay, I want to talk a little bit about your grandparents.

Did they have any kind of shrine,

or did they practice Buddhism,

or did they not practice anything?

Not that I'm aware of.

In their private time, they might have,

but I don't remember any of that.

Okay, so talking a little bit about the restaurant,

you mentioned a band, so was there a particular band

that, a particular music that your parents liked?

59:11

59:14

59:19

59:24

59:26

59:29

59:31

59:33

59:37

59:42

59:46

59:51

JO: No, it wasn't about what my parents liked. We had a local musician, and his name was Paul
Lewis Dotley, and he would, he's really a guitar player and a singer, and he would come in, and
he's well-known around here. He did a great job, and he just sang a lot of popular songs back in
that time, probably mostly country and western, I would think. I really can't remember, but he's

still alive, and if you ask somebody, you know, in our age area, what happened Wednesday



nights at Tradewinds, they'd say, oh yeah, that was a great night, Paul Lewis Dotley, and people
would come early and eat supper and then stay till eight o'clock, and he'd kick it off at eight, and
they would have a good time.

01:00:40
ED: So it was dancing and music.
JO: [Absolutely -JO]
ED: Mhmm

01:00:45

ED: Okay, so for the products, the food products for the restaurant, where did you get your
products?

01:00:58
JO: Oh, Emmi, Dad made a lot of trips to Memphis, and he went to some Chinese stores up
there, and he also had food delivered just like from your Little Rock, you know, Cisco and Benny
Keith type food distributors, but some of your Chinese food, yeah, he did go to Memphis a lot.

01:01:21
ED: And in making the homemade wonton and egg rolls, do you know where your mom learned
to cook? Did her mother teach her?

01:01:34
JO: I guess, I don't know that question [She probably learned from Mawmaw and Uncle Gene,
my Mom’s brother -JO]

ED: Okay

01:01:37
JO: but I can see mom right now sitting at the table making the wontons and egg rolls,

01:01:41
SO: Chicken in the foil.
JO: Chicken in the foil too, that's another one.

01:01:45

ED: Chicken in the foil?



01:01:46
JO: Yes.

01:01:47
ED: What is that?

01:01:48
JO: It was a square piece of foil like this, and there's a chicken mixture in there. Green onions,
chicken, and maybe even teriyaki or hoisin sauce, oyster sauce, and you know, a spoonful of that
moisture. They fold it over triangly, and close it up, and they’d deep fry it.

01:02:11
ED: Oh.

01:02:12
JO: Yeah, and that was an appetizer. So you might get six or twelve to an appetizer, and you just
open that foil up, and really good!

01:02:23
ED: What was that like your mom's creation, or?

01:02:28
JO: [ don't know who came up with that. I don't know if it's mom or dad. In fact, Sallie has a
food named after her. Dad was making a basket. It was a— you know, your tortilla shells, and he
would make a basket, and he would make a dish. I guess it was some chicken, and whatever it
was, and somebody said, what are you calling that? I think this is how it happened, or Sallie
might have even told him. Dad just said, this is Sallie's basket, and so...

01:02:59
SO: I helped him figure out how to make a basket. I said, well, let's try this. So we got in the
kitchen and tried it, and he said, oh, that's it.

01:03:07
JO: And then it was, it wasn't on the menu, but if you came in and said, [ want Sallie's basket,
he'd know what to do, and it became popular, too. Real popular.

01:03:20
ED: So did you also work in the restaurant? Helped out, or?

01:03:25



JO:

SO:

JO:

SO:

JO:

ED:

JO:

ED:

JO:

ED:

JO:

ED:

JO:

ED:

I mean, every now and then, if needed, yeah.

01:03:27
If an employee didn't show up, I might have to be a waitress. I might bus tables.

01:03:33
Or seat somebody.

01:03:34
Yeah, seat somebody, or wrap the chicken in the foil.

01:03:38
Yeah.

01:03:39
Okay. And talking about food, before the restaurant, did your grandmother have a garden?

01:03:50
In fact, she did.

01:03:51
In the back of the store?

01:03:52
In the back of, no.

01:03:53
The house?

01:03:54
In the back of the house.

01:03:55
Okay. Do you know what she grew?

01:03:58
[. . .] [All sorts of vegetables]

01:04:01

Okay.



01:04:05
JO: In fact, when we moved back, and I didn't tell you this, in fact, when we moved to Dermott,
we bought a house right next door to my grand- Mawmaw and Pawpaw's house. It was a frame
house, and they lived in a brick house, which neither one of those homes are standing still, right
now. It’s, they're both demolished.

01:04:28
ED: Mm. mhmm. So, the store, I think you said your grandparents never lived in the store, they
always had a house.

01:04:38
JO: [Yes -JO]

01:04:39
ED: Okay.

01:04:40
JO: Yeah, we had a kitchen.

01:04:42
ED: Yeah.

01:04:42
JO: In the very back.

01:04:43

ED: Yeah. Okay. So, did your grandparents, did they, you mentioned they spoke Chinese to each
other.

JO: [All the time]

01:04:57
ED: but they spoke English to you.

01:05:00
JO: Well, broken English.

01:05:01

ED: Broken English.



01:05:02

JO: Yeah.

01:05:03
ED: Okay.

01:05:04
SO: Pawpaw could speak English well.

01:05:06
JO: Yeah, I think, yeah. Pawpaw was more English than Mawmaw.

01:05:11

ED: Uh-huh, okay. I was wondering if you could explain about your grandfather. What influence
do you think he had on you?

01:05:35
JO: Oh, gosh. I really can't answer that question. I mean, I respected him. If he told me to do this
or that, I need, you know, this taken out, or I, you know, need you to stack these in the shelves, I
would do it. But, like I said, he was a quiet person. He really wasn't, you know, a talker. He just
took care of business.

01:06:06
ED: Mhmm, mhmm, Okay.

01:06:08
JO: You know, he and Dad and Mom might have more than me. Because, you know, like I said,
I was only, I was still in high school when the store was open. So, I really didn't go up there a lot.
I was young. In fact, I sent Zach a picture of me and my brother in a Halloween costume in front.
And I was, you know, eight, nine years old, probably. [. . .]

01:06:37
ED: Mhmm. I was wondering, growing up, if your mom told you any stories about her growing
up in Dermott. Did she talk a lot about her childhood, or?

01:06:51
JO: If she did, I can't remember it.

01:06:53



ED: Okay.

01:06:54
JO: No.

01:06:59
ED: So, just to wrap up, you talked about being mayor and helping the community to become
better. Would this be your last term as mayor?

01:07:15
JO: Well, you know, people, a lot of people have talked to, you know, asked me that, and they're
hearing this and hearing that, and even they hit up Sallie. I said, we still got a little over two
years to go. And so, that's a long time. Anything can happen between now and then. So, let's just
wait a while to see.

01:07:31
ED: So, so, there's no limit, then?

01:07:33
JO: There's no term limits.

01:07:34
ED: Okay, okay.

01:07:35

JO: No, ma'am, there's not. So, at the end of my third term, it'll be 12 years.

ED: Mhmm.

JO: And again, you know, and I told you my date of birth. So, I'll be 66 years old. So, if |
commit another four years, that's seven, I'll be 70. And there's a lot of, you know, I'll talk to a lot
of people, and I'll talk to mainly the family. Sallie and I like to travel. She's retired. She retired
from the school district six years ago. And so, now, even though I'm so involved and do so much,
my number one priority is still family. I spend, if I wanna go to Little Rock to do something with
Sallie, I'm gonna take off. And what allows me to do this is my staff. I got excellent staff at my
insurance office and at the mayor's office. So, and with technology now, with the cell phone, I
got my computer in my hand, and I can do whatever I need to. And also, I can take calls in
Texas. And if I wanna go to the beach next week, I'm gonna take off. I just can't go during
certain times because I've got set meetings. I also sit as a director of [. . .] [Changed name—



Producers Bank and Trust -JO]. So, I've got two meetings a month there. So, I gotta make sure
it's not during a council week or a bank board meeting week or something like that.

01:09:00
ED: Well, what [ wanted to ask is, what would you like your legacy as mayor be? What would
you like people to remember you as?

01:09:12
JO: That I love McGehee and that I improved it... that he did everything he could to make
McGehee a better place to live.

01:09:25
ED: Okay.

01:09:27
JO: Yep.

01:09:29
ED: Thank you.

01:09:31
ZS: Thank you.

01:09:34
JO: Is that it?

01:09:36
ED: Yeah. You passed!

01:09:38

ZS: If you have anything, yeah, you passed.



